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Research Proposal
1.
Introduction (language, phenomenon)

2.
Research Questions
3.
Preliminary Hypothesis

· Provide a succinct statement (ideally one sentence) of the hypothesis that you wish to test.  Make sure that it is stated in such a way as to be falsifiable.  (Consider multiple hypothesis, and try to find/generate data that can support/disconfirm these hypotheses! Ask: How can I test this?)
· Introduce the formal model that your hypothesis is framed in, and define all of the relevant theoretical terms.  (Do not use jargon or abbreviations; assume that the reader is intelligent and insightful, knows lots about linguistics, but is otherwise unfamiliar with the model.)

· Identify the variables in your study and determine whether your 

hypothesis is relational or causal, directional (negative or positive) or non-directional. Justify your reasoning.

· Discuss how the hypothesis that you have adopted compares to other 

proposals.  In particular, discuss the relative advantages/disadvantages of your proposal (e.g. better empirical coverage, conceptually more elegant/simpler, etc.).
4.
Bibliography/Reading list (25+ sources)
Research Proposal A

Write up a paper which is a complete research proposal (maximum 15 pages, single spaced, 1-inch margin, Times 12 point).  The final paper should include the following information:

1.
Identify a research topic and research questions/hypotheses.


2. Research the literature available and decide which theory or formal models your research questions are framed in.  Address the theory and related concepts. 

3. Collect the empirical data and provide a rough analysis.  Counterdata is encouraged and should be later accounted for. 

4. Annotate the complete bibliographical references of the work being used.

5. Write up an abstract.

Research Proposal B

1. Define the background area and identify the research gap (justify your research through reference to the existing literature).

2. State the question/hypothesis

3. Describe the context (participants, location)

4. State Methods (procedures, instruments)

5. Describe data (type and procedure for analysis)

6. Analyze and interpret the data

7. Discuss possible problems and suggest solutions
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